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1. County Council to consult on changes to School and Post-16 Transport Policies

These two consultations are being published on the County Council’s website today, Monday, 3 November and will run until Sunday, 7 December. Feedback from the consultations will be presented for consideration at a Decision Day in early 2026, when a final decision will be made. 

Most of the County Council’s proposed changes to the two policies are designed to make them easier to understand and to provide greater clarity around the way both services are delivered. Alongside these changes to policy wording, the County Council is also proposing to withdraw the formal offer of a Spare Capacity Seats Scheme in its School Transport Policy. This is a discretionary scheme which allows spare seats on contracted vehicles to be offered on a temporary, chargeable basis to children who are not eligible for free School Transport.

The current offer of a Spare Capacity Seats Scheme creates an expectation that spare seats can be provided. However, this cannot be fulfilled if the available seats on a given vehicle are all in use by eligible children. Once allocated, spare seats may later be withdrawn if needed for an eligible child, or if the number of spare seats reduces due to an operational change. There is therefore a lack of clarity on whether spare seats can be made available.

Should the policy changes ultimately be agreed, the County Council may still allocate spare seats to non-eligible children in exceptional circumstances. Regardless of any decisions, the authority will continue to meet its legal duties relating to School Transport. If you have views on these issues I would encourage you to respond to the consultations.

2. Update on County elections

Due to some misreporting in national newspapers, I would like to take this opportunity to highlight the current position and explain the background to this year’s election delay. 
I can state with absolute certainty that the leadership of Hampshire County Council is not currently “lobbying Government” for a further delay to County elections. The Leader of HCC has been very clear in private and in public that he will not seek a further delay to elections. Personally, I believe that it would be wrong to delay elections again. Democracy is not optional in our country.

The reason that elections were delayed earlier this year is that the Labour Government made an election postponement a core requirement of the application to get Hampshire onto the devolution fast track. The HCC Cabinet judged that it was in the interests of Hampshire to get a devolution deal which would bring power and resources to Hampshire sooner rather than later. I believe we have been vindicated in that decision, with the election of a Mayor for Hampshire and at least an extra £350m of funding for Hampshire now only six months away.

If Ministers in the Labour Government want to delay Hampshire’s elections again, they will have to take that decision themselves. There will be no collaboration from Hampshire Councillors in such a decision.

3. Private Fostering Awareness Day takes place this week

To coincide with Private Fostering Awareness Day on Wednesday, 5 November, Hampshire County Council is raising awareness of private fostering arrangements and why it needs to know about them. Private fostering is when a child under 16 (or under 18 if they are disabled) lives with an adult who is not a close family member for 28 days or more. This could be an extended family member like a cousin or great aunt, a family friend or even a neighbour. 

It is a legal requirement for the County Council to be notified of a private fostering arrangement by the parent or carer of the child involved. This can be done by phoning the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub on 0300 555 1384.

HCC has a duty to ensure the welfare of any child in a private fostering arrangement. We will then be able to offer a range of support including advice on possible benefits, parenting advice and training opportunities, as well as working with families facing crisis to help bring them back together.

There can be many reasons why a child isn’t living at home and someone else is required to care for them. These could include family relationship breakdown or divorce, parental illness, or parental homelessness. Other examples include children attending language schools or football academies, where they may be living away from parents for periods of time. Although they are living apart, parents of privately fostered children maintain their parental and financial responsibilities and continue to be involved in all decisions about their child’s life throughout the arrangement. 

Private fostering is different from fostering arrangements involving close relatives such as aunts, uncles, step-parents (by marriage), grandparents or siblings. This is known as kinship care and is also closely supported by the local authority. 





4. Poetry Group at Petersfield Library

This free community event takes place at the library in The Town Square every 3rd Wednesday of the month from 2pm to 4:30pm. This friendly group is open to anyone who would like to share their enjoyment of poetry with others.

I would like to encourage Parish Councils to help publicise this regular community event in local channels and social media as it may be of interest to residents. 

5. The power of ponds to boost biodiversity

Eleven much-needed wildlife ponds will be created across the South Downs National Park to help nature bounce back, thanks to a £75,000 funding boost from the SDNP Trust. The “Pounds for Ponds” initiative is now entering its second phase after already restoring 10 dew ponds across Sussex and Hampshire.

Dew ponds are synonymous with the chalk grassland of the South Downs, historically being dug by farmers as a watering hole for livestock and some dating back several hundred years.
Due to changes in farming practices, scores of these wildlife oases have fallen into disrepair or been lost completely. Warmer, drier summers have worsened the problem, meaning these bodies of water are more important than ever in providing refuge and drinking water for insects, birds, amphibians and mammals.

I am delighted to report that two of the 11 new ponds identified by the South Downs National Park Trust lie within the Petersfield Hangers Division. The two ponds are:

· Manor House, Greatham – to restore a Victorian pond

· Merritts Meadow Nature Reserve, Petersfield – to create a new wildlife pond (subject to planning permission)

This report from BBC South East gives some interesting insight into the South Downs project:
https://youtu.be/hv63--mBM7o

To learn more about the Pounds for Ponds project or to donate, please visit this link: https://southdownstrust.org.uk/pounds-for-ponds/
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